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Agenda

• Housekeeping Items
• Introductions
• Presentation 

i. Current Industry Issues and CDC/industry guidance 
ii. Background and current risk factors
iii. COVID-19 assessment and control plan
iv. Screening and monitoring workers
v. Managing sick workers

• Information Sharing: WG members’ stories 

• Q&A Session
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Disclaimer

This webinar includes recommendations for mitigating risks and COVID-

19 infection prevention strategies in agricultural workplaces based on 

CDC and heath agency guidance. This guidance is based on what is 

currently known about COVID-19, which is subject to frequent change. 

We are not offering legal advice. Participants are encouraged to review 

all updated guidance as additional information becomes available and 

seek legal counsel about applying the guidance to their particular 

operations and circumstances.



What is in the News

Current Industry Issues and CDC/industry guidance



CDC/DOL & Industry Guidance

- Information changes quickly and guidance keeps 
evolving.

- Interim Guidance from CDC and the U.S. 
Department of Labor released on June 3, 2020.

- Western Growers COVID-19 page, includes industry 
specific guidance documents for your 
consideration.

- Today’s discussion is focused on most recent 
CDC/DOL guidance.
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Keep in mind…
- CDC/DOL guidance provides a template to action to address 

challenges in agriculture work sites, shared worker housing and 

transportation.

- WG Webinar Series Part 1 will provide context, background and 

basics on developing a COVID-19 assessment and executing a 

control plan as well as cover the basics on screening, monitoring 

and managing sick workers.

- WG Webinar Series Part 2 will address different controls and the 

Do’s and Don’t of a Control Plan in more detail.

- WG Webinar Series Part 3 will focus on shared transportation 

and shared housing issues in more detail.

Current Industry Issues and CDC/industry guidance



Audience Pol l :
H a v e  y o u  c o m p l e t e d  a  C O V I D - 1 9  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  c o n t r o l  

p l a n ?

Current Industry Issues and CDC/industry guidance



Audience Pol l :
I s  t h e  C D C  a g  e m p l o y e r  c h e c k l i s t  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a  C O V I D - 1 9  

a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  c o n t r o l  P l a n  v a l u a b l e  t o  y o u ?

Current Industry Issues and CDC/industry guidance



Heather Riden

UC Davis



Introduction

• NIOSH-funded regional ag center
• 25-year history of conducting 

research and outreach in the west
• Contributed to the development 

of the CDC interim guidance for 
agriculture

Western Center for Ag Health & Safety

aghealth.ucdavis.edu



COVID-19
Spread and Symptoms

• COVID-19 spreads from person-to-
person through respiratory droplets

• Inhalation and surfaces
• People can be contagious even if they 

are pre-symptomatic or asymptomatic

• CDC currently identifies the following as 
possible symptoms of COVID-19:

• Fever or chills; cough; shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing; fatigue; muscle or body 
aches; headache; new loss of taste or smell; 
sore throat; congestion or runny nose; nausea 
or vomiting; or diarrhea. 

• Symptoms typically appear in 2–14 days
• Some people never show symptoms



COVID-19 Risk in AG
Essential Work During a Pandemic

• Proximity to others
• Duration of contact
• Existing equipment and facilities
• Established fields, orchards
• Indoor activities (e.g. shop, packing facilities)
• Shared transportation to/from work
• Shared, often crowded, housing



Assessment You know your operation.

• Identify areas of 
potential risk.

• Identify strategies to 
reduce risk.

• Create and implement a 
plan.

• Promote communication 
and training.

• Regularly review your 
plan.



Control Plan
Hierarchy of Controls

Most effective 

Least effective 

Elimination

Engineering

Admin

PPE

Removes or prevents entry of the 

pathogen

- Screening workers

- Managing sick workers

Work policies and procedures that prevent 

pathogen exposure

- Communication

- Training

Personal protective equipment used to prevent 

pathogen exposure and spread 

Isolate workers from the pathogen

- Physical distancing

- Shields and barriers 



Resources For Growers



Information For Farmworkers



Success Stories

“Have made all hand washing facilities hands free, so 

employees do not need to touch surfaces as much. We’ve 

added distancing between furrows so employees only use 

every other furrow.”

“Lunch area seating separated. Different types of 

gloves offered that don’t get as hot. Cloth masks 

that are washable and bandanas given out to all. 

Writing names on tools so they are not shared.”

“Divided crew in two groups and isolated 

them. Assigned an employee for sanitation 

of all bathroom and break-room facilities, 

as well as offices and shops. Provided all 

employees with their personal disinfectant 

and hand sanitizer.”

“We’ve made modifications to our 

harvesting equipment. Added partitions 

between workstations to create barriers 

between employees.”

“Adding sanitation/handwashing units…and 

each vehicle is supplied with hand sanitizer, 

paper towels, soap…and each individual [is] 

given masks.”



Don Schaffner

Rutgers



CDC COVID-19 Guidance:

How does it apply to the

fresh produce industry workers?



Topics to Cover

• Screening and monitoring workers: What should you 
know and do? 

• What to do if a worker gets sick or has been exposed to 
COVID-19?

• Return to work plan



Screening and Monitoring Workers

• Uniform policies, develop in consultation with state 
and local health and medicine professionals

• Options:
• Screening prior to entry into the work site or 

boarding shared transportation.
• Ask workers in appropriate languages if they 

have had symptoms
• Check temperatures at the start of each shift 

(100.4°F or greater)
• Symptomatic workers should not work



Manage Risk to Screeners

• Training screeners to use temperature monitors
• Using temperature monitors that are accurate (e.g. 

extreme hot/cold weather temperatures)
• Protecting screener using social distancing, barrier 

or partition controls, and PPE
• PPE alone is less effective
• PPE use requires training



Signs and Symptoms

• Fever, cough, shortness of breath or
• Two-or-more of the following 

• Chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, 
headache, sore throat, or new loss of taste or smell



Worker is Sick or Exposed to 

COVID-19

• Separate and quarantine immediately
• Avoid contact with animals
• Provide information and medical attention
• Those managing sick employees need PPE
• Contact tracing, inform those who have been in sustained close contact

• Work with state, tribal, local, and territorial (STLT) health officials
• Clean and disinfect work area, equipment, common areas



Have a Return to Work Plan

• Follow CDC’s Critical Infrastructure Guidance for workers who have had a 
COVID-19 exposure but remain free of symptoms

• Manage continuation/return to work in a way that protects health of 
workers and the public

• When workers return, employers should follow the CDC interim guidance 
for “Discontinuation of Isolation for Persons with COVID-19 Not in 
Healthcare Settings”

• Consult with occupational health provider and state and local health 
officials to develop the most appropriate plan



WG members’ stories: 

Implementing COVID-19 protocols

• Ryan Talley, Talley Farms

• Joe Del Bosque, Del Bosque Farms



Q&A Sess ion

• Moderator: Sonia Salas, Western Growers
• Panelists:

 Heather Riden - Agricultural Health and Safety Program Director for the 
Department of Public Health Sciences and the Western Center for Agricultural 
Health and Safety

 Dr. Don Schaffner - Dr. Donald W. Schaffner is Extension Specialist in Food 
Science and Distinguished Professor at Rutgers University

 Dr. Edward Kasner - Clinical Assistant Professor, Outreach Director, PNASH 
Center

 Dr. Gerard A. Cangelosi – Adjunct Professor, Epidemiology and Global Health



Thank you!

Please complete our Survey at the end of the webinar!

Keep a look out for your invitation to register
for Part Two in this Webinar Series:

Assessment and Control Plans: Do's and Don'ts
On Tuesday, June 30, at 9:00 AM PDT


