Farm Bureau Agricultural Council
of California

i) G FB California @

Faesh produe from our families to yours

" CAI_IFORNIA -
@) simond Alliance  STRAWDSERRY' Lo

COMMISSION et

3N AGRICULTURAL Assoccanion
w. California Association of M CEONJSEU%EFX
inegrape AN A
Grovgers DAIRY INSTITUTE el W e
CALIFORNIA

CALIFORININIA ;—g- (A I‘I FU R N lA “\be"c‘wu”‘?ﬁv
GROWPRSH]PPFR “ fovenss be) b _Gl:| UE Eul.;. ) RR 3
ASSOCIMTION  esweus ssvssiavicn  Callfornia Rice e ¢
It’s in our Nature ﬂ S S 0 ( I ﬁ.T | 0 N =

PACIFIC COAST
RENDERERS ASSOCIATION

AT THE CENTER OF PLANT HEALTH

witedeag Q\) CAPCA

—~ ASSOCIATION

california (N Seed =, &, California Association
Association ) of Wheat Growers
October 6, 2026

N
¥

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Newsom,

The undersigned organizations represent California’s agricultural industry including our
vineyards, orchards, fields, dairies, ranches, packing houses, nurseries, and processors.
California grows more than 430 different commodities, making it the most diverse
agricultural state in the nation.

As you have often noted, California is the largest ag producing state in the nation. We
literally feed the world.

But California’s agricultural industry is struggling. California has already lost thousands of
farms and millions of farmed acres, dropping from roughly 29 million acres to about 24
million over the past few decades. This is because California’s ag industry is facing a
perfect storm of challenges, including water shortages, regulatory burdens, labor costs,
rising fuel prices, and freight expenses.

So, we are asking for your help. Specifically, we are asking you to issue an
executive order to temporarily allow red-dyed diesel fuel to be used on-
highway by the agricultural industry through the end of year to transport
product and equipment from farm to farm and commodities from the field to
the first point of processing.
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The price of diesel fuel in California has become unbearable. The price of diesel fuel
continues to be the highest in the nation by far — More than $2.00 above the national
average. In many places in California, diesel fuel is currently selling for more than $9.00
per gallon.

Our producers not only feel the impact of purchasing diesel but are also faced with diesel
surcharges by any entity providing service to the farm.

Other agricultural states have seen the need to lower the price of diesel fuel. Alabama,
Arkansas, Georgia, Indiana, Louisiana, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Texas have acted
already. The governors in other agricultural states are also considering taking much-needed
action.

Additionally, with federal action to remove the restriction for federal excise taxes, a
corresponding reduction in state excise taxes would provide meaningful relief to our
industry which as described above is in the midst of a perfect storm of costincreases that
is making it hard to remain viable.

We appreciate your consideration of this situation and of our request. We are available to
answer any questions you may have and assist your administration in any way.

Please issue an executive order as described above at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Alexi Rodriguez
President & CEO
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Matthew Allen
Vice President, State Government Affairs
Western Growers Association

Daniella Legostaev
Assistant Director, Policy Advocacy
California Farm Bureau



Kimberly E. Clark

Executive Director

California Farm Labor Contractor Association
Katie Davey

Executive Director
Dairy Institute of California

Michael Miiller
Director of Government Affairs
California Association of Winegrape Growers
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Michael Boccadoro

Executive Director
Agricultural Energy Consumer Association

Tricia Geringer

Vice President of Government Affairs
Agricultural Council of California

Rick Tomlinson
President
California Strawberry Commission
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Roger Isom

President/CEO

California Cotton Ginners and Growers Association
Western Tree Nut Association



Christopher Valadez

President
Grower-Shipper Association of Central California

Ruthann Anderson

President/CEO
California Association of Pest Control Advisers
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Kirti Mutatkar
President/CEO
UnitedAg

Mike Montna

President/CEO
California Tomato Growers Association
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lan LeMay
President
California Table Grape Commission

Timothy A. Johnson
President/CEO
California Rice Commission

California Rice Industry Association
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ChrisZanobini
Chief Executive Officer
CA Grain and Feed Association



Debra Murdock

Executive Director

Pacific Egg and Poultry Association
President

California Pear Growers Association
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Brooke Palmer

Executive Vice President
California Warehouse Association
Executive Officer

California Association of Wheat Growers
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Michael Koewler
Pacific Coast Rendering Association

Donna Boggs
Associate Director
California Seed Association
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Jane Townsend
Executive Director
California Bean Shippers Association
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Darrin Monteiro

Chief Member Relations Officer
California Dairies, Inc.



@t

Robert Verloop
Executive Director/CEO
California Walnut Commission



